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Aquinoe Learning Centre Charitable Trust

82 Nortons Way

Five Oak Green

Kent

TN12 6TF


December 2016 
What a year!  

Phil travelled to Kitale and supervised the installation of the solar panels so they have been in operation for the majority of the year, cutting electricity costs considerably.  

The boxes of books donated last year were couriered out to Aquinoe to the delight of pupils and staff, and are a welcome boost to library stocks. 
Once again we were lucky enough to be beneficiaries of a donation from Jesus College, Cambridge to build toilets for the dining room.  We are very grateful. 

Pupils at Colston Bassett School raised well over £600 from a series of events in aid of the ALC.  These included a Swimathon, selling homemade cakes, tombola, raffle and a ‘Design Your Own Meal on a Plate’ competition.  This is a fantastic result from such a small school, enabling musical instruments to be bought for ALC. 
Several family members raised money for Aquinoe through a sponsored ten kilometre run at the Olympic Park, finishing in the former athletics stadium (now the home of the West Ham football club).  Over £500 was raised. 
An Irish friend (living in Canada) found out about the football kit we took out with us in 2015, and started to collect shirts and shorts from the team he is involved with in Toronto.  Two boxes arrived at the school in recent weeks and another is on its way.  What excitement for the pupils!  
We held the annual quiz at Capel Village Hall in October again this year, and it was more successful than ever.  We made £699 from entrance money, the raffle, and donations from supporters who were unable to attend.  We would like to thank all the participants for their support and for donations to the raffle, several of which were from local businesses.  
The ALC raised nearly £18,500 over the last financial year, another wonderful total, and fifty percent more than last year.  This was through donations, sponsorship of pupils and fundraising events.  
Funding in the last year has been able to provide for the following:


Monthly salaries for the physiotherapist, computer teachers, tailor and librarian. Course in inclusive education for staff 

Course for Special Educational Needs teacher 

Promotional campaign 

Bunk beds 

Dining room furniture and windows
Equipment for the occupational therapist

Painting classrooms 

Musical instruments 

Laminators 

Pit latrines 

Library equipment

Curriculum books 

Kiswahili books

Mandazi (doughnuts) for staff for break refreshments
Christmas bonus for all staff

Some supporters sponsor or part-sponsor specific children at the school (forty-four through 2016) or orphans as a group.  Others have given money to support the school in general, all of which has helped to fund everything else. Our supporters have continued to give very generously.  The children, many of whom come from very poor families, are orphans or have disabilities, have benefitted hugely. 

The problems related to South Sudanese pupils were not completely solved and some of the children had to return to the refugee camp at Kakuma.  Aquinoe Learning Centre is still able to educate some ten South Sudanese pupils from the fifty or so that were at the school last year.  It is so sad that more of them cannot benefit from education at Aquinoe. 
The trustees are, as ever, very grateful for all the help that the charity has received during the year.  This ranges from donations of money, goods, raffle prizes or time, to used stamps, plus all the support in general that has been given.  Pupils and staff are very proud of their school. 
Please check www.aquinoe.org or https://twitter.com/AquinoeinKenya for the news. 
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With all good wishes for Christmas and the New Year from the trustees,
Jean, Tina, Lynne and Clive
T: 01892 834629

E: contact@aquinoe.org
W: www.aquinoe.org
Registered Charity No: 1109906


